At the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas, the RBMS Conference Development Committee and the RBMS Executive Committee initiated a discussion on changing the name of the "RBMS Preconference" to "RBMS Conference." Later, at the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago, the name change was made official via the Consent Agenda item at the RBMS Executive Committee meeting. With this new name, the Section acknowledges the expanded scale and reach of our annual event, which recently has grown to more than 400 attendees and spans three and a half days. By contrast, other ALA Preconferences typically comprise a half-to one-day event.
Little did we know, as the 2014 RBMS Preconference Program Co-Chairs, that we would be planning the last Preconference-at least in name. Prescient, maybe, that we titled our Preconference "Retrofit" and offered over 400 attendees in fabulous Las Vegas an experience to reconsider the broad metaphorical themes of space, place, and the artifact in the special collections milieu, inspired by the RBMS Preconferences and meetings of the early 1960s. Although special collections practices have changed over the last 50 years, our core issues echo the challenges faced by our predecessors. Special collections professionals today regularly confront challenges in the development of collections, the creation and use of space, and the definition of our roles within the larger contexts of institutional administration and intellectual life. Focusing on the artifact, the library/archive, and the marketplace, our Preconference honored the past by addressing ways to "retrofit" ideas concerning these spaces and places fifty years ago and how pertinent these concepts are remain today.
The Preconference theme provides a natural segue to our future Conferences coming in 2015 and beyond. Retrofit was realized through the three major plenaries, and its echoes were heard throughout the event during various programming slots (such as seminars, short papers, and the like) and during social hours that encouraged more informal discussions and networking opportunities. In fact, readers will be delighted to learn that many of these talks exist online for access in original or modified format (http://rbms.info/conferences/2014docs/).
With this "Retrofit" theme in mind, coupled with the name change, we thought it appropriate to reach out to some of our leaders who were a part of the transition in title. Henry Raine has held many responsibilities throughout his active membership in RBMS. Notably, he was Program Chair of the 2007 Preconference, served as RBMS Section Chair from 2010 to 2011, and currently serves as chair of the Conference Development Committee. Henry shepherded the name transition as Conference Development Committee Chair and worked with the Executive Committee to formally remove the prefix and establish the new title of "Conference." Arvid Nelsen, the current RBMS Section Chair, has also served our membership in many roles, including as 2013 Preconference Local Arrangements and 2009 Preconference Program Chair. Thus, we availed ourselves of this moment to ask these two to reflect on the recent name change vis-a-vis their own experiences of the past and visions for the future of our beloved Section.
We hope that seasoned members and Preconference attendees of yore will find affinities with much of what these two have to say. As well, we salute our new members-our future leaders-and hope that you also identify with some of their candid reminisces. 34 W. 25th St., Baltimore MD 21218 www.kelmscottbookshop.com (410) Books in all areas with an emphasis on: We couldn't have said it better! Retrofitting our skills and expertise honors the core of our work in special collections while also demonstrating our ability and desire to adapt in the face of advancing technology and all of the collection building, service, and preservation challenges those advancements bring. And as our annual meeting advances in its own way, we continue to learn about ourselves, the communities we serve, and the composition of our profession as we strive to engage our leaders and our new colleagues alike. Maybe the "Pre" stayed in Vegas, but the Conference lives on!
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